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A leg bypass is a surgery that redirects blood flow around an area of blockage 

in one (or multiple) leg arteries by creating an alternative channel for blood 

flow, thereby “bypassing” the blocked artery, restoring blood flow to the leg 

and foot.   

This is done by using your own vein or a hollow synthetic tube, called a graft.  

Your surgeon will determine which option is best for you.  

The bypass is stitched into place in an artery above and below the blockage, 

creating the new route for blood flow to the foot.  This surgery may take from 

3-6 hours. 

This surgery will require a hospital stay between 1-3 days. 

What is a Leg Bypass?
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Leg Bypass

Peripheral Arterial Disease (PAD) is a buildup of plaque in the walls of arteries, 

which reduces or blocks the flow of blood to your limbs.  PAD is a common 

problem, and generally occurs in the legs.  If the plaque keeps collecting, 

blood flow is reduced, which over time can lead to a complete blockage in the 

artery. This in turn, can permanently damage the tissues below the blocked 

artery, and could lead to possible loss of the foot or leg. 

Common signs and symptoms of PAD include:

	 •	 Leg pain with walking, relieved with rest (also called claudication)

	 •	 Leg  numbness or weakness

	 •	 Sores or wounds on the toes, legs or feet that are slow to heal

	 •	 Pain in the legs/feet that disturb sleep

	 •	 Cold,  blue or pale leg/foot

Peripheral Arterial Disease
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